
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

race: towards an interactive definition  

(a game) 
instructions: follow me.. 

places where I thought I would find race 
and didn’t: 

• 4 dictionaries of Classical 
Mythology 

• 2 dictionaries of Astrology 
• Funk and Wagnall’s Standard 

Dictionary of Folklore, 
Mythology and Legend 

A place to start: 
found in the dictionary I inherited from my grandparents this spring… 
Race:n A root. 
Race:n A cut or scratch 
Race: v: To cut slash,or scratch, also to erase. 2. to scrape the face of  so 
as to make it abrasive 
Race:v:1. Act of rushing onward, more broadly a progress; course; 
progression. 
“The flight of many birds is swifter than the race of any beasts.” Bacon 
(Webster’s New International Dictionary, 1931) 

RACE: see games 
Races: refers to “the list of the 
names of mankind”.  “While race 
and language do not necessarily 
belong together, we are often 
mainly guided by language in 
our classification…”  

I. Aryans 
II. Hamites 
III. Semites 
IV. Races which do not 

fit into these groups  
Dictionary of the Bible (James Hastings 
ed. Charles Scribner’s Sons: New York, 
1963) 

 A definition I found facing a picture of 
former Vice President J. Danforth 
Quayle: (The HarperCollins Dictionary of 
American Government and Politics (Jay M. Shafritz,, 
Harper Perennial, 1992) 
Race: 1. A grouping of human beings 
with common characteristics 
presumed to be transmitted 
genetically. Which characteristics are 
properly included has been a subject of 
debate. They range from physical 
characteristics that are immediately 
observable, such as color of hair, skin 
and eyes, to the subtler aspects of 
intelligence and aptitudes. Some races 
have genetic susceptibility to certain 
diseases or physical disorders. 
2.The human race as distinguished 
from other animals. 
3. Ancestry, tribal or national origin. 
4. In recent times, in American 
political language, race has come to 
designate issues or attitudes 
concerning blacks…Race has thus 
moved from a term signifying high 
distinction or complex scientific 
differentiation to one that implies an 
unacceptable prejudice. 
5. An election contest. 

6.An armaments build-up 
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this place: 
(american-ism) 
Race 1. A competition or contest for 
public office… 
2. Used in numerous expressions 
relating to actions, problems, etc. 
arising from social tensions between 
white people and Negroes, as in Race: 
conflict, consciousness, feeling, issue, 
line, prejudice, problem, question, 

riot, war.(A Dictionary of Americanisms: 
On Historical Principles (Mitford M. Mathews, 
University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1951) 

dis-place 

 I got distracted on the way to (the) race 
in two slang dictionaries: 
“queer bitch” : an odd out of the way 
fellow 
race-card, the: The morning sick 
report, army joc: WW1. The odds are 
heavily against the entrants 
races, be at the: To walk the streets as 
a prostitute. 
A Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional 
English (Eric Partridge, Macmillan Publishing, 
New York: 1984) 
rap attack: (US Black) extended, 
emotional, aggressive talk 
race:1. A bet on a horse race 
          2. a short visit or journey 
The Cassell Dictionary of Slang( (Jonathan 
Green, Cassell London 1999) 
 
 

places that gave me something else and 
thought i wouldn’t notice: 
 Routledge Dictionary of Economics, Second 
Edition, Donald Rutherford, Routledge, 
London 2002) (racial discrimination) 
Dictionary of Theories: Jennifer Bothamley 
(Gale Research International Ltd. London 
1993) (racism and racial memory) 
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race condition (race): a condition in sequential 
circuits in w

hich tw
o or m

ore variables change at a 
tim

e. In practice, i.e. w
ith nonideal circuits, there is 

a possibility of incorrect operation under such a 
condition. 
D

ictionary of C
om

puting: (O
xford U

niversity Press, N
ew

 Y
ork 

V
alerie Illingsw

otth ed. 1990) 
 

race: a term born in anthropological innocence… 
(Penguin Dictionary of Psychology,Arthur and Emily Reber, Penguin Books 3rd Edition 
London 2001) 
 
 

Take one deep breath. Where do you want to go? 
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______________________________________________________ 


