
 

  

Black MOtha:: 
diasporic feminism in 

translation 
 

I am hungry for Black women who will not 
turn away from me even if they do not agree 
with what I say.  We are, after all, 
talking about different combinations of the 
same borrowed sounds. –Audre Lorde  
 “Eye to Eye: Black Women, Hatred and Anger” 

(U.S./New York City) 
 

I have no mother 
tongue 
no mother to tongue 
no tongue to mother 
to mother 
tongue  
me 
 

Edict 1 
Every owner of slaves shall, 
wherever possible, ensure that his 
slaves belong to as many 
ethnolinguistic groups as possible. 
If they cannot speak to each other, 
they cannot then foment rebellion 
and revolution. 

As a blackwoman 
I have taken the power to choose 

to bear a black child 
 

a political act. 
-Maud Sulter “As a Black Woman”  

(UK Scotland) 

- Marlene Nourbese Philip  
“Discourse on the Logic of Language” (Tobago/Toronto) 

 
 

(Where) 
is b l a ck 
made? 

(How) does 
b l a ck 
survive? 

What does b l a ck taste like? What color is hunger? 
W
ha

t 
do

e
s 

bla
ck

 la
ck

? 

Can I trade you? 
 

m
um

? 

(Where) does b l a ck end? 
(Where) does women begin? 

(How
) are

 you 
ge

tting hom
e
? 


